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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

March 11, 2019 

PRESENT:   
Joseph F. Sheehan, Chairman  

Alfred P. Porro Jr., Vice Chairman 

Ernie Paciorkowski, Clerk 

Debbie Holmwood 

Robert Bamber 

Briana Hursen, Associate Member 

Also Present:  

Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

 

ABSENT: 

Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Sheehan, Chairman, 

in Room 12 of the Norwood Town Hall, 566 Washington Street. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by to approve Mr. Porro to approve the Minutes of February 25, 2019 

seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski.  

 

VOTE 5-0 motion approved.  

 

CONTINUED- SITE PLAN REVIEW- 253 Nahatan Street: Convent Redevelopment- 

Daniel Merrikin, Legacy Engineering LLC, David Hern, David Hern Law 

 

Mr. Hern stated that he was in front of the Planning Board a few weeks ago.  During the last 

few weeks, Mr. Merrikin has met with Mr. Halkiotis and Mr. Ryan to discuss the plan and 

make adjustments.   
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  July 8, 2019 

Mr. Merrikin stated that the plan is not finished because he would like some points to be 

discussed with the Planning Board regarding the removal of a tree, widening the entrance, 

preserving the stone wall, and extent of sidewalk. 

 

Mr. Merrikin stated that on the new plan, Unit 1 has been removed and unit 18 is now 25ft 

away from the Nahatan Street.  The units have been renumbered on the plan as well.  The 

driveway was also widened to 24ft.  The Fire Chief asked for the fire hydrants to be relocated, 

as well as a widened cul-de-sac. 

 

Mr. Merrikin stated that on the new plan, the stone wall will be preserved. A communal mail 

box has also been added.  The new plan includes a pull off for residents to get their mail by the 

communal mail box.  There is also a sidewalk by the mail kiosk so residents can get their mail 

by walking.   

 

Mr. Merrikin would like guidance on the sidewalk for the development.  Mr. Halkiotis had 

recommended the side walk on both sides of the road/driveway.  Mr. Merrikin would like to 

keep the green space and does not feel like a sidewalk is necessary.  If he were to do a side 

walk, it would start at Unit 16.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated he would like a sidewalk at Unit 14.  Mr. Paciorkowski asked about 

the width of the sidewalk.  Mr. Merrikin stated that the sidewalk is 5ft.   

 

Ms. Holmwood stated she would like green space preserved by not putting a sidewalk because 

it is not a main street.   

 

Mr. Sheehan would like green space and states that people can cross the street if they would 

like to walk in the neighborhood.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that he is in favor of the sidewalk on the other side because of public 

safety.  Mr. Paciorkowski asked if the sidewalk width could be waived to be 4ft on both sides. 

 

Mr. Bamber would like a sidewalk for easier access and to keep both sides of the street 

looking similar.  

 

Mr. Merrikin stated that the sidewalk could be on both sides, but recommended reducing the 

width from 5’ to 4’, the Board agreed.  

 

Mr. Porro stated that he would like to see the whole driveway/street be widened to 22ft. Mr. 

Merrikin stated that the roadway was widened per the Fire Chief’s request and both the Fire 

Chief and  Mr. Ryan, Town Engineer were ok with the street only being 20ft in certain areas. 

 

Mr. Merrikin stated that he wanted to discuss the large existing maple tree on the property.  

Mr. Ryan stated in his memo that he had discussed the issue with an arborist and they said that 

the tree will be affected by construction of the property.   
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Mr. Merrikin is proposing planting three Norway spruces that will be 8-10ft in height, as well 

as planting other deciduous trees as well in place of the maple if they were to remove it. 

 

Mr. Merrikin stated that the drainage plan has been changed to incorporate preserving the tree. 

Mr. Ryan has not reviewed the new proposed drainage plan yet. 

   

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that if the tree dies in 5 years, the Condo Association may not replace 

it. Mr. Merrikin stated that the better approach is planting new evergreen trees now as they 

would offer more privacy. 

 

The floor was open for public comments. 

 

Sally Buttinger of 256 Railroad Ave. stated the tree looks unhealthy and would like to see new 

trees planted in its place.  

 

Linda Curran of 56 Wilson St. wanted to know the price range.  Mr. Hern stated that it 

depends on the market and the cost of construction.  Mr. Hern is unsure about the price of a 

unit because it depends on the market a year from now. 

 

Stephen Hasnfus would like an arborist to come and make sure there are no winter moths 

impacting the new trees and bushes.   

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if the project’s landscape architect shared his opinion about the tree.  

Mr. Merrikin stated no. 

 

Mr. Porro would like to keep the tree.  Mr. Bamber agreed. Mr. Paciorkowski has no problem 

with the tree coming down and new trees being added to the property. Mr. Sheehan agreed.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated if the developer is in favor of keeping the tree. Mr. Fitzgerald, the 

developer stated that he would be in favor of keeping the tree and would replace it if it were to 

die due to construction. 

 

Ms. Holmwood asked about the telephone wires running through the tree.  Mr. Merrikin stated 

that those wires go to the school.  Mr. Merrikin stated that there are two poles on Nahatan 

Street in which power and telephones could be wired. The wires will be underground. 

 

Mr. Sheehan stated that he met two neighbors of the property, and they liked the plan and 

want new neighbors.  The neighbors had questions about communication about demolition. 

Mr. Hern stated that it will be properly dealt with by professionals.   

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if he thinks Mr. Ryan will approve the drainage.  Mr. Merrikin stated 

he is confident.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski if any arrangements have been made with the school to utilize the parking 

lot for construction. Mr. Hern stated that needs to be worked on in order to not be a hindrance. 
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Mr. Porro asked the status about Conservation Commission and the Board of Appeals.  Mr. 

Hern stated they are not on wetlands so Conservation Commission does not need approval.  

The Board of Appeals voted 5-0 on relief for the project.  They will just need to be presented 

with the final plan. 

 

Mr. Deschenes asked about trash pickup.  Mr. Merrikin stated that Mr. Ryan stated that 

curbside pickup can occur on this property. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to continue the public hearing to March 26th at 8PM in 

the Community Room at the Police and Fire Station, seconded by Mr. Bamber. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed.  

 

ADEQUATE ACCESS UPDATE- Sunset Avenue- John Glossa, Glossa Engineering 

Inc.  

 

Mr. Glossa stated that plans were dropped off on March 6, 2019.  The plans were also emailed 

to the abutters and their landscape consultant.   

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if Mr. Glossa could present the project. 

 

Mr. Glossa stated that on December 28th.  Four test pits were dug, and were witnessed by Mr. 

Murphy and Mr. Ryan and it was determined that proper fill was used for the slope.   

 

Mr. Glossa met with the owners and their landscaper.  The property owners would like a 

concrete block retaining wall with a leveled area for plantings. The slope would be stabilized 

with plantings. Mr. Glossa stated that the steepest part of the slope is 2:1. 

 

Mr. Glossa stated that the wall will be about 42 inches high.  The wall will follow the contour 

line.  The abutters will have about 10ft for plantings.   

Mr. Ryan stated to Mr. Glossa that there are two trees on the town’s property.  Mr. Ryan 

stated that the trees will die.  Mr. Deschenes stated that the tree is dying because the bark has 

rubbed off during construction.  

 

Ms. Holmwood asked if there is enough money to fix everything.  Mr. Glossa stated that there 

is $67,000.  Ms. Holmwood would like the trees to be replaced. 

 

Mr. Porro would like to see a plan done by a landscape architect.   

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if the bond will be pulled or if Mr. Gomes is paying for it.  Mr. 

Glossa stated that he is confident there is enough money to fix the project. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if he has seen Mr. Ryan’s comments dated from today.  Mr. Ryan 

had concerns regarding the retaining wall and he also recommended a 3:1 slope. Mr. Glossa 

stated he will talk to Mr. Ryan. 
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The Board agreed to have Mr. Glossa present an update at 8:30PM on March 26th.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

 

Mr. Deschenes addressed the 3 articles being proposed by the Planning Board as well as the 

stretch code article that will be done in order to comply with becoming a Green Community.  

Mr. Sheehan asked if this is the final draft of the bylaw.  Mr. Deschenes stated no. 

 

Ms. Holmwood stated that she is working on a Sign Bylaw for Fall Town Meeting 

 

Mr. Deschenes asked members of the Planning Board to look at the Auto Lot Storage 

Moratorium over the next week. 

 

Mr. Deschenes stated that a Historic House Preservation Overlay for the “Governor’s 

Mansion” has not been submitted yet. Mr. Deschenes stated that with no Bylaw written by the 

proponent it is unlikely to have this item on the warrant for Town Meeting. 

 

Mr. Deschenes also stated that Mr. Halkiotis and he are in the process of applying for the 

Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness action grant. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM.  

 

Next Meeting: March 26, 2019 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access.  A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  
 

 
 


